NSCAA Convention 2006

-Report By Hardy Kalisher, Boulder County Force Soccer Club 
Topic: Dutch 4-3-3 vs USA 4-2-2: How Holland won the game with tactical adjustments (U17 World Championship)

Presenters: Ruud Doktor, Dutch U16 & U17 National Team Coach 

Preparation for the U17 World Championship included many “walk through” sessions focused on building out of the back against the 4-2-2.

· Build Up – Coach Doktor instructs team to play possession game and be patient.

· Start with the goalkeeper 

· Outside backs get as wide as possible 

· Play wide around opponents central forwards

· Holding Midfielder (HM) is the play maker

· The goal is to get the ball to the HM
· Tactic for “freeing the HM”: 
· (a) the near side Attacking Midfielder (AM) draws opposing center midfielder away by making a run up the field.  This run makes more space for the HM to “play make”
· (b) play diagnol ball to the weak side Attacking Midfielder who drops the ball back to the free HM
    (a) {Finding the HM with short pass}
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(b) {Finding the HM after diagonal pass to weak side AM and drop}
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The USA’s adjustment in the first half of the game was to mark  the “open HM” by changing its formation to a 4-5-1. The central forward dropped back to mark up the HM. The Dutch countered by having the weak side CB step up into the midfield space to become the new free player
(a) {First Half Adjustment to the 4-5-1 with the CB}
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In the second half, the Dutch “inverted the midfield triangle” by having the playmaker move in front of two central midfielders. The USA never reacted to this adjustment and the Dutch won the game.

(b) {Second half adjustment to the 4-5-1 by inverting the midfield triangle}
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