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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD COACH
     The year 2009 is the 30th anniversary of the BC Force Soccer Club. Throughout this year we’ll go back in time and recognize some of the people who have been involved with soccer in Boulder since 1979.

     This picture was taken in November of 1981 after the very first Boulder High – Fairview High boys’ soccer game. From left to right: Alex Herzog, FC Boulder co- founder, commissioner and coach; Tito Fuentes, Boulder High and FC Boulder coach; Mrs Harding, FC Boulder board member; Stan Jozwiak, Fairview High and FC Boulder coach; Doyle Johnson, FC Boulder co-founder and coach; Brad Neiman, FC Boulder commissioner and coach. 

     In this issue you will find several articles on teams that have been traveling this pre-season. Any time you want to have an article on your team’s travel adventures, just email to me, jnwelsch@yahoo.com, and I’ll include it in the next newsletter. 

     All, just a quick reminder that for this spring season Play the Whistle will be handling the referee assignments for our youth games. PTW is strict with its policy that all scheduling changes need to be made prior to Noon of the Wednesday before that weekend’s games. NO exceptions!

     I just want to thank all of you for getting your goalkeepers out to the GK Training. Attendance has been terrific and it seems that the keepers are working very hard.

     Although the weather has been pretty good thus far, except for the wind, March and April are traditionally our snowiest and wettest months. In case of inclement weather, please check the weather line at 303-651-6036 for an updated message pertaining to games at Pleasant View. 

     If you have an away game, you need to go to csysa.org, click on resources then click on club links and find the weather line number for your club. Please make sure your parents are aware of this because I still get many phone calls from parents who want to know if their daughter’s game in Pueblo is still on.   

     Finally, good luck to all teams and have a great start to the Spring ’09 season.

An Informal History of BC FORCE Soccer Club – 

by Alex Herzog 

     We started out in 1979, at first being known as BJS-SID, the Skills Intensification Division of BJS (Boulder Junior Soccer). We coined that name to get around the most vehement anti-competitive soccer sentiments on the BJS Board, of which I was a member at the time. BJS had been founded in 1975 with a basic principle and ideal of coed recreational soccer, somewhat along the lines of AYSO. Some of us, like Doyle Johnson and others, soon began to see the need for opportunities toward better player development for the most 

talented of BJS' players. I drew up a proposal for a competitive division within BJS, and that was accepted 

for the fall of 1979. 

     We had just a hand full of older competitive teams then, aligned at first with a bunch of Northern Colorado towns. The competition was not great, so in the spring of 1980 we became part of CSYSA. Although that competition level proved to be rough at first, by the fall of 1980, the five boys teams above U12 achieved an overall winning record in CSYSA. We never looked back after that, began to add girls' teams in 1982, and so on. 

     We first started to use the name Football Club of Boulder, or FC Boulder, only a year after we got started. And during and after the year I ended my commissioner tenure, 1983 or so, we initiated the process toward a strong, Board-driven organization, still within BJS, with parallel Boards and cross-Board liaison. We added White teams and gradually refined the tryout process and improved every year. When there were such things as Premier leagues, we were represented on them. As early as 1981, I took an older team to an out-of-state tournament, and a bit later, we even had some teams playing in Mexico City. 

     The second commissioner was Brad Neiman, who was also behind the establishment of adult soccer under the City Parks and Recreation Department and behind the building of what later were named Roper Fields (just north of the current Pleasant View complex, but now a residential development). Succeeding Brad was Bob Parizek, the first FC Boulder leader with a Board. I believe the next president after that was Dwight Allmon. 

     Another important overall historical soccer subject is High School soccer. John Roper and I, and several others, feeling the growing strength in player numbers and competitive talent, met with the school district Athletic Director often and long enough to get High School soccer established in the fall of 1981, and by 1984, a heavily FC Boulder player-dominated Fairview team coached by Stan Jozwiak, advanced all the way to the state final. Stan had joined the FC Boulder coaching and leadership ranks soon after the early 

beginnings and has remained in those roles. Ken Ebersole, Centaurus coach from the very beginning and 

still a Club coach, among others, was also there coaching right alongside me and others from 1979 on. 

Stan's FC Boulder '68 boys team staged the very first FC Boulder Indoor tournament as a fund-raiser. It 

would later become the FC Boulder Indoor Classic, an indispensable part of winter soccer in this state. 

     FC Boulder and BJS later hired John Welsch as head coach, with almost immediate improvements in our players and teams. For various reasons, there were always a few misunderstandings between the parent organization and FC Boulder. Eventually the two became separate; John Welsch became the head coach of just FC Boulder, and the original organization would eventually establish its own competitive organization, now called Nova.
BC Force Boys 18 Red in Las Vegas

     The BCF Boys 18 Red team traveled to Las Vegas during President’s Day weekend to participate in the Las Vegas International Showcase.

     All games were played at the Bettye Wilson Soccer complex, which fields were in great condition.

     The first game was against Real LVSC from Las Vegas. The team started well with a 1-0 win on a goal by Travis Brandl.

     The second game was against UTB Sinaloa from Mexico. I’m not sure if we took this team lightly, however, we did not play with the required intensity. Technically the opponent’s were very good, however, we should not have lost this game, 0-1.

     The winner of the third game would advance to the semifinals. Unfortunately, our opponents were the San Juan Lightning, one of the top teams from California. San Juan led 1-0 at the half, and BCF pressed hard to tie it up in the second half. However, San Juan got a 2ns and 3rd goal late.  A solid effort, but San Juan was the better team in this game.

     The fourth game was against Glen Shields Sun Devils from Canada. It was the boys last game and they finished strong with a nice 2-0 win on goals by Joey Morales and Shane Wheeler.

     Before we returned to Denver, the team briefly did the Las Vegas thing.

     Thanks to John Hinkelman for arranging the rip. 

BC Force Boys 14 Red in Albuquerque

     The BCF Boys 14 Red team traveled to Albuquerque, NM to play in the Classic FC Spring Cup.

     The team arrived Friday evening, after a 6.5 hour drive, at their accommodations.

     The team opened the tournament with a very good 4-1 win over the NM Rush Swoosh, on goals by Jackson Wojciechowski, Kevin Beyer, Ben Brown and Brian Hardy.

     In between games, we took the boys to Subway for a light lunch, however, I think some of the boys might have eaten the foot-long sandwich because the energy level for the second game was not what it should be.

     The second game was against Rio Vista (NM). To say that the boys were flat would be an understatement, and the 0-1 loss was justified. We’ll blame the foot-long subs on this performance.

     That evening the team had a nice dinner at the Buca di Beppo Italian restaurant, and all was forgotten.

     In the third game, the boys met the Pride Predators, a team we faced last fall in Premier 1. The team played with focus and intensity and showed flashes of some very good play.  It was a very good 3-0 win with goals by Brian Hardy (2) and Eric Spangler. U12 guest goalkeeper Jon Morreale had the shutout in goal.   

     The fourth game would determine the tournament winner. In that final game we faced Arsenal Gold, another team we saw last fall in Premier 1. BCF came out very strong. Jack Mayfield (crossbar), Brian Hardy (post) and Koom Xiong (1-on-1) all came close to scoring, yet were unable to find the net. In the second half, the roles were reversed and Arsenal had the better of the play. They scored two goals for a final score of 0-2.

     A big thank you to our guest players Eric Spangler and Koom Xiong (Boys 13 Red) and Jon Morreale (Boys 12 Red).  

“…Coach…we don’t feel so good…it’s those foot-long subs….”
BC Force Boys 15 Red in Albuquerque

     The U15 Boys Red team began their season in Albuquerque at the Classic FC Cup. 

     The team got off to a slow start and showed some wintertime rust in the first game against the NM Clash, falling 1-3. Connor Manaker scored the lone BCF goal.

     The loss in the morning game on Saturday put a larger emphasis on the Saturday afternoon game against Rio Vista (NM). A solid effort by all players and a well-placed goal by Matt Ginley-Hidinger earned the first win of the season, 1-0. Ryan Ebersole posted the shutout in goal.

     Sunday morning’s game against Storm White (CO) would ultimately decide the fate of the team’s tournament chances and the boys valiantly rallied from an early 0-1 deficit to draw even at the half on a Matt Ginley-Hidinger goal. An Omar Bouchta second half goal earned a 2-1 victory and a trip to the tournament final, and a rematch against the NM Clash.

     In the final, the team again started off slowly and fell behind 0-2 in the first 10 minutes. A goal by Rojesh Shrestha from the penalty spot just before halftime cut the deficit in half. The team came out strong and put on a dominating second half performance to rally for a 3-2 victory and tournament championship. The second half goals came from Rojesh Shrestha and Omar Bouchta.

     The team learned a lot about its character throughout the adversities of the weekend and got the season off to a very positive beginning.

BC Force Girls U15 in Phoenix
     The U15 Girls Red team traveled to Phoenix, AZ over President’s Day weekend to play in the President’s Day Invitational. 

     The team got off to a fast start defeating Rio Vista (NM) 6-0 in Saturday afternoon action. Seven different players recorded goals or assists in the game. Ali Hinton earned the shutout in goal.

     In an exciting evening game on Saturday night, the team defeated a well-disciplined and physical team from Gilbert, AZ, 2-0. Goals were scored by Berkley Gamble and Ashley Smith. Jenna Brennan earned the shutout in goal.

     Sunday morning’s game was against La Roca (UT), a nationally ranked team with good size and skill. The team came out flat and fell behind 0-1 at halftime. Despite a spirited second half, the girls could not find the back of the net and fell 0-2..

     The final group game on Sunday evening was the most exciting and hard-fought game of the entire weekend. Against a team from Eastside, WA, the BCF girls came out fired up and took a 2-0 lead on goals by Berkley Gamble. With the Eastside team pushing for the equalizer in the second half, the team held strong and earned a well-deserved 2-1 victory.

     Three teams finished group play with identical 3-1-0 records, but unfortunately, La Roca was able to go through to the semifinals due to the third tie breaker of goals scored.

     Despite not advancing to the knockout stages of the tournament, the girls were able to play some quality soccer against quality teams prior to returning for their respective high school tryouts.
BC Force Boys 16 Barca in Albuquerque
     On February 20th, the U16 Barca team traveled to Albuquerque, NM to participate in the Classic FC Spring Cup. This same team competed in this event last spring as 15s and won the Silver division. This year’s tournament didn’t have a Gold/Silver divisional alignment so the challenge was to repeat their success against tougher competition.

     The first game of the tournament was against Colorado Edge Select. A team the boys will see in Premier 2 this season. Plenty of attacking ambition from both sides only resulted in one goal, for the BCF. A diagonal run toward the left corner from center striker Enrique Womack broke the Edge defense. Enrique received a pass, turned with the ball and beat his marker one-on-one, then laid a soft pass in front of Tyler Kane whose shot from the edge of the penalty area deflected past the goalkeeper. Alex Koukov earned the shutout.

     The second game was the classic ‘play down to the level of your opponent’ game. The team fell behind early to FUSA La Forza (NM) when a long pass beat the back line and goalkeeper Alex Koukov took down the opposing player while trying to save the one-on-one break away. Lucky to not be sent off, Koukov was beaten by a neatly taken penalty. The team showed their character minutes later by equalizing when a cross from Brandon Morales found Jonathon Roser on the back post for a one-touch volley into the net. Guest player Beau Salgado finished off the scoring at the end of the first half. The 2-1 victory meant the team needed just a tie in the final group game to advance to the final.

     Sunday morning’s game found the team facing the Rio Vista FC Cyclones (NM). The simple goal of this game was to play better than either of Saturday’s games. The first goal for BCF was a gift by the RVFC goalkeeper. His goal kick was mis-hit and fell to the foot of Jonathon Roser 30 yards from goal. Roser received the ball and coolly beat the retreating goalkeeper with his long-range effort. Beau Salgado put the team into a comfortable position with a 30 yard free kick that beat the goalkeeper high. A late consolation from RVFC finished the scoring. The 2-1 victory meant the team was through to the final.

     The final pitted BCF vs Colorado United, a Premier 1 side. The team seemed intimidated early by the size of United and fell behind early off of a corner kick. The tide turned late in the first half and the BCF pressure was rewarded when a United player handled the ball in the penalty area. Tyler Kane converted the penalty for a halftime score of 1-1. BCF carried the second half and created numerous chances on the United goal. But a lack of a finishing touch would doom the team. United scored a break away goal with minutes remaining to take the title.

     Though the team was obviously disappointed with the results, the goals of the tournament were to come together as a team, get better from game to game and have fun. With all of those goals accomplished the tournament can be considered a success.  
BCF Boys 12 Red II wins Silver Medal
     The BCF Boys 12 Red II teams finishes in second place at the Colorado Storm Spring Cup. 

BC Force 18 Man U in Las Vegas
By Brad Pellman

It's Vegas Baby !!

     Now don't get excited. I know this might not seem like a place you would want to send your player to.  But my recent trip proved it to be a valuable Tourney. 
     I recently traveled to Vegas with the U18 Man U team that I have coached for 3 years now. We were in search of a good preseason tournament to prepare us for our up and coming season. We played a local spring tournament last year and were less than impressed. 

    The weather in Vegas provided perfect soccer conditions as a player, as a parent dress warm...  60's in the day 40's at night. The lighted soccer complex was one of the nicest grass fields we have played on, (next to our home turf), and the tournament was well run and organized. All and all the team played well and had a good experience.

     It's funny to me that the most common topic brought up between coaches after a tournament is did you win. Our record in Vegas was 0-4-0 not necessarily what most people would call winning. But for me I found it extremely beneficial. None of the games were out of reach and we were winning more than half of two of our games, the other two were very close through out the entire game (1goal). The tournament organizers did a good job placing teams in appropriate brackets, which is something we have found to be lacking in other tournaments. 
     The benefits to leaving your region to play is that you will be matched up against teams that you have never seen before, teams that bring different styles of play and skills. Good teams learn to adapt and play making them better prepared in the long run.                      My team has recently moved up a level and I feel this has been excellent preparation for the overall higher level of play we are sure to experience this season. 

    The bonding that teams achieve when they travel and play together will bring them together faster than an entire season of play. That is why high school teams insist that the players ride the bus to and from games together. The decompression process of talking out a game after it has ended is lost when everyone jumps in their car and heads home isolated. This is where traveling as a team delivers immeasurable benefits.

    For us the Vegas Tournament was extremely successful regardless of our win/loss record. We played very high level teams and competed well. We settled in with new players and worked on new formations and different styles of play. Our team was brought up to speed and fitness quickly playing 4 games in 2 days, and the team kept their composure in difficult situations. 

    I think many parents balk when it comes to choosing Vegas as a travel location, but there are many activities outside of the gambling areas to be seen all within a short traveling distance, and with the proper supervision the downtown areas of the strip are an architectural marvel. We chose to see a show while we were there as a team - Blue Man Group.  It was great and tickets were arranged through the tournament organizers at a deep discount. The team and club were even acknowledged as part of the opening to the performance. We had a great time and I will do it again in a heartbeat. 
   When people ask me: “ how was Vegas?” I want to tell them that we won but most people don't understand this...  What would you say?  

BC Force Youth Girls – Newsletter
By Ryan Henkel

     Hello to all in the BC Force Girls Junior Program.

     Something new that we are adding to the program this season and to keep us all part of the family and in the know about all of our teams going forward will be a weekly newsletter. This newsletter will discuss curriculum, games from the past weekend, and upcoming weekly training.

     I hope this helps everyone to be part of the family we are trying to build with the younger girls in the club.

Weekend Tournament Successes
     The U11 and U12 Tar Heels teams both competed at the Storm Spring Cup and after competing hard, found themselves in the semi-final match of the tournament. Congrats to both teams for a strong start to the season.

     The U13 Red II team traveled down to Pueblo where they won two games and lost one, unfortunately the team did not advance out of group play.

     This team did also compete very well in Phoenix where they lost in the final of the Spring Classic on penalty kicks

     The U13 Tar Heels team also played in Pueblo going 0-3-0.

Weekend Scrimmage Series
     While the above teams competed in the Storm Spring Cup and the Sunbelt Classic, we also arranged a scrimmage series at the Superior turf field. Participating teams were: U11, U12, U13 and U14 Red, as well as Real Colorado, Broomfield and Arsenal. Every game was competitive, and the girls left the weekend feeling prepared for the season to come.

New format for Ryan Henkel’s Training
     This spring we are trying something new in our curriculum for the girls. Rather than bring in individual teams for random training sessions, we will perform Functional Training for all the age groups in the Junior Girls Program. This simply means that we will be running sessions based on positional play to help us specialize our players.

     Please note that as a club we develop the ‘overall’ player, however, this is a fantastic way to spend a day each week working on your specific ‘craft’.

New for this spring
     I have spent the winter creating a library of animated drills for all our coaches to benefit from. After being lucky enough to stumble across some software which allows for you to animate your drills. I became addicted to building this drill database, and I am excited that all our coaches will be able to benefit from them.

Upcoming Home Games
March 7

9:00 AM on PV3 – 14 Red vs CO Utd

9:00 AM on PV4 – 14 Tar Heels vs Broomfield

10:30 AM on PV2 – 11 Tar Heels vs Storm

10:30 AM on PV3 – 12 Red vs Stingers Red

Noon on PV4 – 13 Red vs Westminster

1:30 PM on PV4 – 13 Red II vs Stingers Red

March 14
9:00 AM on PV2 – 11 Tar Heels vs CO Rush
9:00 AM on PV4 – 14 Pilots vs Real CO

10:30 AM on PV4 – 13 Tar Heels vs CO Rush  Noon – 12 Tar Heels vs PP Rush  
The following article appeared in the NCAA News of ’95. In my opinion the message is still relevant.

Whatever happened to Grace?
By Mitch Albom

     We mourn an old friend in sports. His name was Grace. He passed away in 1994. Cause of death was neglect. He left no survivors.

     You may recall Grace from your youth. He played for many teams. Once upon a time, he was welcome on any playing field in America. He was best known for tipping his cap in the baseball stadium, or speaking humbly with reporters. You saw him respecting a referee’s decision, or handing the ball to the ref after a touchdown. He could dunk a basketball without yelling obscenities.

     This was before commercial endorsements, before ESPN highlights, before players practiced dance steps in front of the locker room mirror.

     People laughed at his ‘lack of marketing’. These are the same people who see sports as a star-making machine: shoe companies, agents, TV networks, media ‘pals’. The same people who brought you a new CD featuring rap songs by NBA players. One is called “Livin’ Legal and Large” by Seattle’s Gary Payton. It doesn’t matter that most of America doesn’t know who Payton is. The NBS is about ‘tude. Grace did not have ‘tude. He didn’t even know what it meant.

     Grace knew how to lose. Remember Joe Louis, when he said, “Every man’s got to get beat sometime”? Grace taught him that. Grace knew how to win. He knew that for every great play he made, many others were trying to do the same. He refused to rub their noses in his success. Throughout his sports career, Grace never held out of camp, or demanded that a contract be renegotiated. “A deal’s a deal”, he once said.

     Later, when Grace retired from active sports, he coached. For a while, he worked with men like UCLA’s John Wooden. But soon, Grace was driven out of coaching. He was squashed by the obnoxious personalities. 

     In the twilight of his career, Grace tried broadcasting. Men like Ernie Harwell and Vince Scully shared the booth with Grace. But soon, he went out of fashion, tossed aside for the screamers and entertainers.

     After that, Grace disappeared. No one seems to know exactly when. Now he is gone.

     Reaction to his death was mild. Only a few of today’s athletes seemed to care about his tradition. Others were too busy pulling off their helmets and pointing at the TV cameras.

     And so this is it, the death of Grace. His last request concerned his funeral. For all he had done, he wanted only this: “Something small, something quiet.”

     Hmm. Does anyone know how to do that anymore?

BC FORCE HOME GAMES – Spring ‘09
March 7
9:00 AM
PV2
BCF B11 Red

vs
Broomfield

9:00 AM
PV3
BCF G14 Red

vs
CO United

9:00 AM
PV4
BCF 14 Tar Heels
vs
Broomfield

9:00 AM
PV6
BCF B18 Red

vs
Arsenal

10:30 AM
PV2
BCF 11 Tar Heels
vs
CO Storm

10:30 AM
PV3
BCF G12 Red

vs
Stingers

11:00 AM
PV6
BCF 17 Barca

vs
CO Ice

Noon

PV4
BCF G13 Red

vs
Westminster

Noon

PV5
BCF 13 Barca

vs
PP Rush

1:00 PM

PV6
BCF 16 Barca

vs
CO Ice

1:30 PM

PV2
BCF 11 Barca

vs
PP Rush

1:30 PM

PV5
BCF 15 Barca

vs
Grand Junction

2:00 PM

PV4
BCF B14 Red

vs
PP Rush

3:00 PM

PV3
BCF B12 Red

vs
BCF B12 Red II

3:00 PM

PV6
BCF B13 Red

vs
CO United



March 14
9:00 AM
PV2
BCF 11 Tar Heels
vs
CO Rush

9:00 AM
PV3
BCF 12 Barca

vs
Trebol

9:00 AM
PV6
BCF 18 Man U

vs
Stingers

10:30 AM
PV3
BCF B12 Red II

vs
Arsenal

10:30 AM
PV4
BCF 13 Tar Heels
vs
CO Rush

10:30 AM
PV5
BCF 13 Man U

vs
CO Edge

11:00 AM
PV6
BCF 16 Barca

vs
Stingers

Noon

PV3
BCF 12 Tar Heels
vs
PP Rush

Noon

PV5
BCF 14 Barca

vs
PP Rush

1:00 PM

PV6
BCF 17 Barca

vs
Pueblo

March 15
TBA


BCF 11 Man U

vs
Wheat Ridge

TBA


BCF 11 Juve

vs
Pride United

TBA


BCF G12 Red

vs
Real Colorado

TBA


BCF G14 Red

vs
Arsenal

TBA


BCF B13 Red

vs
CO Storm

TBA


BCF 18 Man U

vs
CO Fusion

TBA


BCF B17 Red

vs
PP Rush

5:00 PM

PV2
BCF 16 Barca

vs
Trebol

5:00 PM

PV3
BCF 11 Tar Heels
vs
Storm North

5:00 PM

PV4
BCF 13 Barca

vs
Real Colorado

5:00 PM

PV5
BCF 13 Man U

vs
Pride United

5:00 PM

PV6
BCF 11 Barca

vs
CO Ice

March 21
9:00 AM

PV2
BCF 11 Man U

vs
Skyline Elite

9:00 AM

PV3
BCF 12 Tar Heels

vs
Wheat Ridge

9:00 AM

PV4
BCF G14 Red

vs
CO Storm

9:00 AM

PV5
BCF 15 Barca

vs
CO Rush

10:30 AM
PV3
BCF 12 Barca

vs
Greeley

10:30 AM
PV4
BCF G13 Red

vs
CO Ice

11:00 AM
PV5
BCF B14 Red

vs
CO Ice

11:00 AM
PV6
BCF 18 Man U

vs
Riverside

Noon

PV4
BCF 13 Tar Heels

vs 
CO Rush

12:30 PM

PV5
BCF 13 Man U

vs
Laramie

1:00 PM

PV6
BCF B18 Red

vs
Arsenal
